
 Kimberley Crusaders ς Part 4        July 22/2018 ς 5,850km (3,656miles) from home       

Our last chapter closed at Tirranna Springs Road House and this new one opens thereΧ      

                                                     

We enjoy our time with hosts Nemelah and Jack so much we stay an extra day.                                          

Sitting outside on a tropical night under the stars άŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘέΣ ƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘ,                                      

a black-headed python passes by. Jack swiftly summons the wriggly visitor for a session                               

of bush entertainment: No need for TV when you can play with one of those!  

 



      

         

The Black-headed Python (Aspidites melanocephalus) only occurs in the dry areas of tropical 

northern Australia. Although it can bite when overstressed it is entirely harmless otherwise.       

The trick is not to restrict movements as it snakes about exploring your body. Gently ς gently does 

it!  This species has no heat-sensing capability as they prey heavily on other (cold blooded) reptiles, 

mostly snakes. They are diurnal (also hunt at night) and grow up to 2.5m! 



 

Nem is determined to coax Katherine into befriending our chance visitorς with limited success!  

We waste no time in setting our yabby traps a second time when Nem and Jack lead us to another 

secret spot of theirs. Sure enough, as promised, we bag a good catch - enough for a delicious 

ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ bŜƳΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōƻƛƭ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ (as is common practice). 

Apparently much flavour is lost in the boiling process possibly making the flesh a tad rubbery.                                                  

Instead, Katherine sautés the tasty morsels in garlic-butter and white wine sauce.                                                   

We have some evidence to show you the BEST TASTING yabbies ever ς Do try this  mouth-

watering recipe home! /ŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ bŜƳŜƭŀƘΗΗ 

People frequently ask άǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀƳōƻƻ ǇƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƻŦ ǊŀŎƪǎέ? 

Well, it could serve as ŀ ΨōŀŎƪ-ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜǊΩ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ is used to safely retrieve our Opera House 

yabby traps in crocodile infested territories as it is strongly advisable ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƛŎƪ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜŎƪ ǘƻƻ 

ŦŀǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ for potential danger of large man-eating lizards lurking in muddy waters 

(yabbies like to hide in murky environments).                                                                                                                                             

Other than that, we have retrieved snagged fishing lures or floats on several occasions in the past 

with this multi-purpose pole. 



          

                            


